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FUTURE-PROOFED TO INSPIRE

ARC (ADVANCED RESEARCH CENTRE), UNIVERSITY OF GLASGOW, UK

AT A GROUND-
BREAKING RESEARCH 
FACILITY, A SINGLE 
WORKTOP SOLUTION 
COVERS THE WHOLE 
SPECTRUM

Andrew Tobin, Professor of Molecular 
Pharmacology and the ARC’s founding Director, 
brings it to the point: “The ARC, and the 
principles behind it, have been a long-term goal 
of the University. As a name, it encompasses our 
vision to conduct collaborative, out-of-reach 
research that has real societal impact. It is so 
much more than a building. We want to take 
a shared vision and expertise from across all 
areas of the University community to genuinely 
transform the way we do research, with the 
ultimate aim of changing the lives of the people, 
community and world around us.”

BREAKING DOWN  

ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURES

HOK, a global player in the world of 
architecture, engineering and design with 
26 offices on three continents, has been 
in charge of the project from inception to 
completion, including the laboratory design. 
As a Senior Associate and specialist for 
science-related assignments at HOK London, 
Shem Sacewicz has been involved at all stages. 
With 20 years of experience and a particular 
interest in designing for highly collaborative 
and interdisciplinary research, he was well 

positioned to develop, together with the project 
team, the laboratory concept at the ARC. 
He comments: “Fundamentally, the ARC’s 
purpose is to provide a collaborative space that 
leaves behind the traditional college structure 
and its compartimentalised modus operandi. 
The ARC is not part of any particular college, 
and beyond the campus, it is meant to foster 
interactions and engagement with the industry, 
the public and the regulators”.

He continues: “To fulfil its mission, the ARC 
had to be uniquely flexible – which is, by the 
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way, one of the reasons why worktops made  
of Trespa® TopLab® were ideally suited.  
I’ll get back to this in a minute. At the outset, 
considering the goals and the context, there 
was indeed a vision, but no users: in fact, the 
projected, interdisciplinary teams and groups 
had yet to come into existence. Accordingly,  
we had, at that stage, to resort to a speculative 
approach. As part of the design process,  
we created and involved surrogate user groups. 
They were instrumental in defining the level  
of versatility that had to be achieved”. With 
subjects ranging from Creative Humanities to 
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To fulfil its mission, the ARC had to 
be uniquely flexible, which is one of 
the reasons why worktops made of 
Trespa® TopLab® were ideally suited.” 
 
Shem Sacewicz, Senior Associate at HOK London
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cutting-edge scientific research – and an 
explicit emphasis on interactions across 
conventional boundaries – there was indeed  
no tried-and-tested way to go forward.  
The expectations and requirements of the 
actual users could only be met by combining 
extensive simulation with a holistic perspective.

UP TO CHALLENGING DEMANDS

Shem Sacewicz points out: “The facility 
includes large laboratories – 1,000 m² on each 
of the four research floors – where research 
in a wide variety of fields is conducted, be it 
Technologies touching Life, quantum physics, 
biology or chemistry, to name just a few. 
Then, we had to take into account the highly 
dynamic and diverse research that is at the 
very core of the ARC concept. Worktops made 
of Trespa® TopLab® ticked all the boxes: since 
they are equally well suited to a very wide 
range of research environments, they strongly 
contribute to the enhanced level of flexibility 
we were aiming at”.

Indeed, choosing Trespa® TopLab® PLUS for 
worktops in all the ARC laboratories meant  
that the requirements for an extensive variety of 
applications and technologies could all be met. 
Worktops made of Trespa® TopLab® PLUS are 
extremely reliable in several respects: they are 
durable, they can take a lot of mechanical stress 
and they perform well under harsh working 
conditions. These qualities also makes the 
worktops future-proof – not the least valuable 
quality in an environment meant, by design,  
to keep evolving over time. At this point, it is 
worth mentioning the added benefits of Trespa’s 
proprietary EBC technology (Electronic Beam 
Curing). Beyond the above-mentioned 
properties of Trespa® TopLab® PLUS, the EBC 
technology makes the surface resistant to many 
chemicals and cleaning agents. In wet lab 
situations, such resistance can prove essential.

TRESPA® TOPLAB® – THE MATERIAL  

OF CHOICE

Shem Sacewicz explains: “In the UK, Trespa 
has a high brand recognition and an excellent 
reputation. On the campus of the University 
of Glasgow, many researchers were already 
familiar with Trespa® TopLab® products, 

and the feedback was very positive. In fact, 
Trespa was explicitly specified by HOK, as we 
routinely do for almost all our lab projects: 
there are very few exceptions indeed”.

ALS Labs Ltd is a leading manufacturer of 
laboratory furniture located in Braintree, 
Essex, about 40 miles north-east of London. 
The company serves a wide variety of markets – 
with clients ranging from the Natural History 
Museum in London to industrial companies as 
different as BASF, Honda and Arla, one of the 
world leaders in dairy products. 

Gary Sprawling, the Managing Director of 
ALS, confirms: “As the company in charge of 
manufacturing and installing the lab furniture 
at the ARC, we fully share HOK’s preference 
for worktops made of Trespa® TopLab® PLUS. 
They are quite simply the gold standard, which 
is why we use them in 90% of our projects.  
We have 25+ years of experience with Trespa: 
there is a lot of history behind our confidence 
in the product. We simply know it will behave 
exactly as expected”.

“Still, the ARC certainly stands out, and we 
developed FlexModular, an entirely new, fully 
modular system, to meet the Centre’s and 
HOK’s specifications”.

Shem Sacewicz adds: “Full-size mock-ups of 
all key components, including the worktops 
made of Trespa® TopLab®, were built as entirely 
functional prototypes. In this case, we decided 
to use Trespa® TopLab® PLUS in white with 
black edges for all lab worktops – a departure 
from other projects, where we would combine 
various finishes and colours. The priority at the 
ARC was different: we wanted to underscore 
the versatility of the concept, and appeal to  
all users by keeping a consistent colour  
scheme throughout”.

A TURNING POINT IN MODULAR  

LAB FURNITURE

The furniture is designed around mobile, 
freestanding workbenches. They are 
complemented by either floor-mounted 
elements equipped with adjustable shelving or 
by suspended gantries. Gary Sprawling 
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underscores: “We used Trespa® TopLab® in 
20mm for the worktops and 16mm for the 
shelving. In addition, Trespa® TopLab® was 
used to manufacture specific, ventilated storage 
cabinets and waterproof plinths. FlexModular, 
by the way, has become part of our range of 
bespoke lab solutions. All components are 
designed on our CAD/CAM software and cut 
to size on our HOMAG CNC system.  
This configuration combines outstanding 
flexibility with utmost precision. A detail 
worth mentioning: the modular concept 
behind this new range is ideal in a BIM 
environment. In such a case, it optimises,  
right from the start, the integration and 
coordination with the wider project design –  
as was the case with the ARC”.

“There is, by the way, no lack of opportunities 
for sophisticated modular systems with  
multi-purpose, durable worktops made of 
Trespa® TopLab® PLUS – well beyond the ARC. 
Defense contractors, healthcare providers, 

large supermarkets, industrial facilities: 
it might indeed surprise you how many 
companies and organisations need top-end 
laboratory furniture!”.

Shem Sacewicz concludes: “The ARC 
demonstrates how careful planning and 
excellent execution can deliver results that met 
high expectations and a broad spectrum of 
requirements. Our speculative approach, with 
surrogate users mimicking interdisciplinary 
research teams, payed off handsomely. It gave 
me the information and insights I needed to 
design unusually versatile labs. The mock-up 
stage supplied us with extensive reviews by 
future users. And finally, ALS turned the 
concept into a modular, highly functional 
furniture range. It has been in use for about a 
year now, and judging by the user feedback,  
it is fit for purpose across the board”.

As the company in charge of 
manufacturing and installing the lab 
furniture at the ARC, we fully share 
HOK’s preference for worktops made 
of Trespa® TopLab® PLUS. They are 
quite simply the gold standard.” 
 
Gary Sprawling, Managing Director of ALS
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BROCHURE SIZE: 205 x 275 mm

GENERAL
Th ese terms apply to the use of this document and 
such use automatically means that the other party 
agrees to these terms. Th e information provided 
by Trespa International B.V. (“Trespa”) in this 
document is solely indicative. Trespa is unable 
to warrant the accuracy and completeness of this 
information. Trespa may change the information 
included in this document at any time and without 
further notice. Trespa’s customers and third 
parties must ascertain that they have the most 
recent document (for the most recent version, 
please consult: www.trespa.com). No rights can 
be derived from the information provided; the 
use of the information is at the other party’s risk 
and responsibility. Trespa does not warrant that 
the information in this document is suitable for 
the purpose for which it is consulted by the other 
party. Th is document does not contain any design, 
structural calculation, estimate or other warranty 
or representation that customers and third parties 
may rely on. Th is document does not guarantee 
any properties of Trespa products. Colours used 
in Trespa’s communications (including but not 
limited to printed matter) and in samples of 
Trespa’s products may diff er from the colours of 
the Trespa products to be supplied. Samples are 
not intended for use in product tests and are not 
representative of characteristics of the Trespa 

products. Trespa’s products and samples are 
produced within the specifi ed colour tolerances 
and the colours (of production batches) may diff er, 
even if the same colour is used. Th e viewing angle 
also infl uences the colour perception. Metallics 
panels feature a surface whose colour appears to 
change based on the direction from which it is 
viewed. Th e specifi ed colour stability and colour 
specifi cations relate only to the decorative surface 
of the Trespa products, not to the core material and 
samples of the Trespa products. Trespa products 
are delivered ex-works with straight, sawn sides.
Customers and third parties must have a 
professional adviser inform them about (the 
suitability of) the Trespa products for all desired 
applications and about applicable laws and 
regulations. Trespa does not warrant the above.
Th e most recent version of the current delivery 
programme and the Material Properties Datasheet 
can be found at www.trespa.info. Only the 
information in the most recent and valid Material 
Properties Datasheet should be used to select and 
provide advice regarding Trespa products. Trespa 
reserves the right to change (the specifi cations for) 
its products without prior notice.

LIABILITY
Trespa is not liable (neither contractual nor 
non-contractual) for any damage arising from or 

related to the use of this document, except if and to 
the extent that such damage is the result of wilful 
misconduct or gross negligence on the part of 
Trespa and/or its management. Th e limitation of 
liability applies to all parties affi  liated with Trespa, 
including but not limited to its offi  cers, directors, 
employees, affi  liated enterprises, suppliers, 
distributors, agents, and representatives.

GENERAL CONDITIONS
All oral and written statements, off ers, quotations, 
sales, supplies, deliveries and/or agreements 
and all related activities of Trespa are governed 
by the Trespa General Terms and Conditions 
of Sale (Algemene verkoopvoorwaarden Trespa 
International B.V.) fi led with the Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry for Noord- en Midden- 
Limburg in Venlo (NL) on February 20th, 2015 
under number 24270677, which can be found on 
and downloaded from the Trespa website, 
www.trespa.com/documentation. All oral and 
written statements, off ers, quotations, sales, 
supplies, deliveries and/or agreements and all 
related work of Trespa North America, Ltd. 
governed by the Trespa North America General 
Terms and Conditions of Sale, which can be found 
on and downloaded from the Trespa website, 
www.trespa.com/documentation. A copy of these 
general conditions of sale will be provided free of 

charge on request. All general terms and conditions 
other than the conditions mentioned above are 
dismissed and do not apply, regardless of whether 
such terms and conditions are referred to on 
requests for off ers, off er confi rmations, stationery 
and/or other documents of the other party, even if 
Trespa does not expressly object to such terms and 
conditions.

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY
All intellectual property rights and other rights 
regarding the content of this document (including 
logos, text and photographs) are owned by Trespa 
and/or its licensors. Any use of the content of this 
document, including distribution, reproduction, 
disclosure, storage in an automated data fi le or 
the dispatch of such a fi le without Trespa’s prior 
written consent is explicitly prohibited.
 ® Trespa, Meteon, Athlon, TopLab, TopLabPLUS, 
TopLabPLUS ALIGN, TopLabECO-FIBRE, TopLabVERTICAL, 

TopLabBASE, Virtuon, Izeon, Pura, Pura NFC, 
Volkern, Trespa Essentials and Mystic Metallics 
are registered trademarks of Trespa.

QUESTIONS
Should you have any questions or comments, 
please do not hesitate to contact Trespa. 

DISCLAIMER

TRESPA INTERNATIONAL B.V.
P.O. Box 110, 6000 AC Weert
Wetering 20, 6002 SM Weert
Th e Netherlands
www.trespa.com

EMEA, APAC, SOUTH AMERICA
Tel:  +31 (0) 495 458 856
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Tel: +1-800-487-3772
Info.TopLab.NA@Trespa.com

CHINA
Tel: +86 (0) 21 6288 1299 665
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TRESPA DESIGN CENTRE WEERT
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Th e Netherlands
Tel:  +31 (0) 495 458 845
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08003 Barcelona
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