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FUTURE-PROOFED TO INSPIRE

BIOFORTUNA LTD, DEESIDE, UK

A BESPOKE, FUTURE-PROOF 
LAB FURNITURE SYSTEM 
FOR AN AMBITIOUS LIFE 
SCIENCE COMPANY

When it came to combining several sites into 
one to further improve on efficiency while 
adding much-needed capacity, Biofortuna 
found a building of 1,500m² that was suitable 
and well located. But it had to be configured 
from scratch to accommodate both the new 
laboratories and the corporate headquarters. 
“It was basically an empty shell”, explains 
Clare Whitehurst, Marketing Director at Klick 
Laboratories. The laboratory fit-out specialist, 
which is based in nearby Manchester, was put 
in charge of the whole operation. 

“To create the space needed for the offices 
without interfering with the laboratories, we 
added a 330m² mezzanine. We pride ourselves 
on being a one-stop provider for turnkey 
solutions – and indeed, the new Biofortuna 

facility gave us the ideal opportunity to 
showcase our know-how. First, we figured out 
how the whole building could be configured 
to work for the client, then we designed and 
planned accordingly. The third step was to fit 
out the premises from top to bottom”.

A HIGHLY INTEGRATED,  

DEMANDING PROJECT

Jonathan Whitehurst, Klick’s Managing 
Director, points out: “We go well beyond 
lab furniture. It is our core competence, but 
our approach is based on integration. We 
design, we plan, we coordinate, we supply the 
equipment, including technical components 
if requested, and we are used to dealing with 
all the trades involved. This puts us in a good 
position to tackle large, complex projects”. 

Clare Whitehurst adds: “For Biofortuna, we 
went all the way – and beyond. This included 
sourcing the office furniture in colours 
that pick up on the company logo, with its 
combined shades of green and turquoise. We 
even managed to add some unusual extras 
– like the ‘meeting pods’ that are meant to 
foster face-to-face interactions in an intimate 
setting. They were a request from the senior 
management, and we were able to find some 
funky, high-spec furniture to convey the right 
feeling. The same colours have been used 
for individual cabinet doors in the lab area. 
In a mostly white environment, they create 
pleasant, contrasting accents. For the senior 
management team, it was important to project 
a clear, consistent visual identity throughout 
the facility”.

AT ITS NEW, STATE-OF-THE-ART RESEARCH AND PRODUCTION FACILITY IN 
DEESIDE, A FEW MILES WEST OF CHESTER, BIOFORTUNA OFFERS CONTRACT 
DEVELOPMENT AND MANUFACTURING IN AREAS THAT RANGE FROM 
GENOMICS TO DIAGNOSTIC TESTS FOR COVID, CANCER AND OTHER 
CONDITIONS. THE COMPANY HAS BEEN CONSISTENTLY AIMING AT RAPID 
GROWTH BASED ON FLEXIBILITY, EFFICIENCY AND AN EMPHASIS ON LARGE-
SCALE PRODUCTION. AS A RESULT, BIOFORTUNA’S OPERATIONAL GOALS CALL 
FOR DOUBLING THE NUMBER OF EMPLOYEES WITHIN THE NEXT 18 MONTHS.



BIOFORTUNA LTD, DEESIDE, UK

We have been using Trespa® products for 35 years.  
It is, quite simply, our go-to material for lab worktops.” 
Jonathan Whitehurst, Managing Director at Klick Laboratories



FUTURE-PROOFED TO INSPIRE

Taking into consideration Biofortuna’s 
ambitious expansion plans and the flexibility 
that is crucial in contract manufacturing, 
Klick has developed a fully modular, bespoke 
workstation based on a very specific brief. It 
is used in all lab areas. This makes it quick 
and easy to rearrange or even redistribute 
the workstations at short notice – allowing 
for changes in the workflow, readjustments 
of staffing levels or redefined production 
priorities with minimal downtime. 

HOW TO BUILD A PARTICULARLY 

VERSATILE, FREE-STANDING LAB TABLE

Clare Whitehurst comments: “We have 
combined a sturdy steel base – some of the 
machinery in use at Biofortuna is really 

heavy – with worktops made of Trespa® 
TopLab® BASE. For added convenience, we have 
equipped each unit with a power socket. We 
are very pleased with the way the electrics 
work: the workstations can be configured as 
required, and then daisy-chained via a cable 
management system that is, in turn, connected 
to a service pole”.

For Jonathan Whitehurst, opting for worktops 
made of Trespa® TopLab® was the obvious 
choice: “Our family business was established in 
1981, and we have been using Trespa® products 
for 35 years. It is, quite simply, our go-to 
material for lab worktops. Worktops made of 
Trespa® TopLab® have long been the benchmark 
in our industry, and we use the material 95% of 

the time. This applies to both our commercial 
laboratory furniture and our lab worktops for 
educational environments, which represent the 
other half of our activity”.

Clare Whitehurst points out: “For the lab 
worktops at Biofortuna, Trespa® TopLab® BASE 
was particularly well suited. It has excellent 
impact resistance, and it withstands severe 
use and frequent cleaning. This is why we 
also used Trespa® TopLab® BASE for the slatted 
bench in the clean room changing area and 
for fitted benches in the washup area – two 
environments where the material will be 
subjected to years of intensive use”. 

  
For the lab worktops at Biofortuna, Trespa® TopLab® BASE  
was particularly well suited. It has excellent impact 
resistance, and it withstands severe use and frequent 
cleaning.” Clare Whitehurst, Marketing Director at Klick Laboratories
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Jonathan Whitehurst adds: “In most parts 
of the facility – for example in preparation 
areas for vaccines – Biofortuna is using wet 
processes. This results in the workstations 
and the rest of the equipment requiring 
very frequent cleaning. Therefore, moisture-
resistance is also essential”.

THE DETAILS THAT MAKE THE DIFFERENCE

According to Jonathan Whitehurst, Trespa® 
TopLab® outperforms the competition in more 
than one way: “Other products in the Trespa® 
TopLab® line use EBC (Electron Beam Curing) 
technology, a proprietary hardening procedure 
that makes their surfaces exceptionally hard 
and scratch-resistant. When needed – which 
was not the case at Biofortuna – this improves 
even further the remarkable strength of Trespa® 
TopLab®”. 

“In addition, with better tolerances than the 
competition and large panel sizes, we can 
reduce the number of joints and adjust the 
worktops very snugly on site. Both aspects 
are highly beneficial in lab environments 
where hygiene and ease of cleaning are always 
essential”.

Clare Whitehurst explains: “Our fitters are able 
to achieve really neat joints fairly easily when 
they draw worktop sections together. This 
is particularly true if they use our practiced 
method, which involves zip bolts to achieve an 
even tighter fit”.

Roy Longson, Design Manager at Klick, agrees: 
“Worktops made of Trespa® TopLab® can be 
combined to form elaborate installations, and 
we use zip-bolt joints to achieve a smooth, 
hygienic and watertight surface even with 
complex worktop shapes”.

On a different note, Clare Whitehurst 
underscores the use of renewable resources in 
the manufacturing process: “Trespa® TopLab® 
is based on wood-derived, natural fibres, 
which offers an additional benefit it terms of 
sustainability”. 

The Biofortuna project was completed as 
the pandemic kept disrupting supply chains 
in many industries. Jonathan Whitehurst 
sums it up: “At times, the availability of some 
parts and materials was indeed an issue. We 
struggled time and again to get hold of supplies 

we urgently needed. But Trespa never let us 
down. They had their own challenges with the 
availability of certain product components, but 
they managed to maintain an adequate level of 
supply and provided us with excellent service – 
despite the overall situation”. 
Roy Longson adds: “When called upon, the 
technical support we receive from Trespa 
is also outstanding. This is not only very 
helpful. It also gives us greater confidence in 
the product. Over the years, this has helped 
convince us that Trespa® TopLab® is the ideal 
material for both commercial and educational 
lab applications”.

Jonathan Whitehurst concludes: “We aim 
at exceeding our clients’ expectations and 
we work on demanding laboratory projects. 
Therefore, it is essential for Klick Laboratories 
to rely on top-notch quality and first-rate 
support. Trespa deserves high marks in both 
categories. This helped us, once again, complete 
the Biofortuna project successfully. Nick Ash, 
the CEO, was really pleased with our turnkey 
solution – including the workstations, which 
play such an important part in the concept’s 
flexibility”.



BROCHURE SIZE: 205 x 275 mm

GENERAL
Th ese terms apply to the use of this document and 
such use automatically means that the other party 
agrees to these terms. Th e information provided 
by Trespa International B.V. (“Trespa”) in this 
document is solely indicative. Trespa is unable 
to warrant the accuracy and completeness of this 
information. Trespa may change the information 
included in this document at any time and without 
further notice. Trespa’s customers and third 
parties must ascertain that they have the most 
recent document (for the most recent version, 
please consult: www.trespa.com). No rights can 
be derived from the information provided; the 
use of the information is at the other party’s risk 
and responsibility. Trespa does not warrant that 
the information in this document is suitable for 
the purpose for which it is consulted by the other 
party. Th is document does not contain any design, 
structural calculation, estimate or other warranty 
or representation that customers and third parties 
may rely on. Th is document does not guarantee 
any properties of Trespa products. Colours used 
in Trespa’s communications (including but not 
limited to printed matter) and in samples of 
Trespa’s products may diff er from the colours of 
the Trespa products to be supplied. Samples are 
not intended for use in product tests and are not 
representative of characteristics of the Trespa 

products. Trespa’s products and samples are 
produced within the specifi ed colour tolerances 
and the colours (of production batches) may diff er, 
even if the same colour is used. Th e viewing angle 
also infl uences the colour perception. Metallics 
panels feature a surface whose colour appears to 
change based on the direction from which it is 
viewed. Th e specifi ed colour stability and colour 
specifi cations relate only to the decorative surface 
of the Trespa products, not to the core material and 
samples of the Trespa products. Trespa products 
are delivered ex-works with straight, sawn sides.
Customers and third parties must have a 
professional adviser inform them about (the 
suitability of) the Trespa products for all desired 
applications and about applicable laws and 
regulations. Trespa does not warrant the above.
Th e most recent version of the current delivery 
programme and the Material Properties Datasheet 
can be found at www.trespa.info. Only the 
information in the most recent and valid Material 
Properties Datasheet should be used to select and 
provide advice regarding Trespa products. Trespa 
reserves the right to change (the specifi cations for) 
its products without prior notice.

LIABILITY
Trespa is not liable (neither contractual nor 
non-contractual) for any damage arising from or 

related to the use of this document, except if and to 
the extent that such damage is the result of wilful 
misconduct or gross negligence on the part of 
Trespa and/or its management. Th e limitation of 
liability applies to all parties affi  liated with Trespa, 
including but not limited to its offi  cers, directors, 
employees, affi  liated enterprises, suppliers, 
distributors, agents, and representatives.

GENERAL CONDITIONS
All oral and written statements, off ers, quotations, 
sales, supplies, deliveries and/or agreements 
and all related activities of Trespa are governed 
by the Trespa General Terms and Conditions 
of Sale (Algemene verkoopvoorwaarden Trespa 
International B.V.) fi led with the Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry for Noord- en Midden- 
Limburg in Venlo (NL) on February 20th, 2015 
under number 24270677, which can be found on 
and downloaded from the Trespa website, 
www.trespa.com/documentation. All oral and 
written statements, off ers, quotations, sales, 
supplies, deliveries and/or agreements and all 
related work of Trespa North America, Ltd. 
governed by the Trespa North America General 
Terms and Conditions of Sale, which can be found 
on and downloaded from the Trespa website, 
www.trespa.com/documentation. A copy of these 
general conditions of sale will be provided free of 

charge on request. All general terms and conditions 
other than the conditions mentioned above are 
dismissed and do not apply, regardless of whether 
such terms and conditions are referred to on 
requests for off ers, off er confi rmations, stationery 
and/or other documents of the other party, even if 
Trespa does not expressly object to such terms and 
conditions.

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY
All intellectual property rights and other rights 
regarding the content of this document (including 
logos, text and photographs) are owned by Trespa 
and/or its licensors. Any use of the content of this 
document, including distribution, reproduction, 
disclosure, storage in an automated data fi le or 
the dispatch of such a fi le without Trespa’s prior 
written consent is explicitly prohibited.
 ® Trespa, Meteon, Athlon, TopLab, TopLabPLUS, 
TopLabPLUS ALIGN, TopLabECO-FIBRE, TopLabVERTICAL, 

TopLabBASE, Virtuon, Izeon, Pura, Pura NFC, 
Volkern, Trespa Essentials and Mystic Metallics 
are registered trademarks of Trespa.

QUESTIONS
Should you have any questions or comments, 
please do not hesitate to contact Trespa. 

DISCLAIMER

TRESPA INTERNATIONAL B.V.
P.O. Box 110, 6000 AC Weert
Wetering 20, 6002 SM Weert
Th e Netherlands
www.trespa.com

EMEA, APAC, SOUTH AMERICA
Tel:  +31 (0) 495 458 856
Info.TopLab@Trespa.com

NORTH AMERICA, CANADA
Tel: +1-800-487-3772
Info.TopLab.NA@Trespa.com

CHINA
Tel: +86 (0) 21 6288 1299 665
Info.TopLab.CN@Trespa.com

TRESPA DESIGN CENTRE WEERT
Wetering 20
6002 SM Weert
Th e Netherlands
Tel:  +31 (0) 495 458 845
Info.Nederland@Trespa.com
www.trespa.com
 
TRESPA DESIGN CENTRE BARCELONA
Calle Ribera 5, 
08003 Barcelona
Spain
Tel:  +34 (0) 93 295 4193
Info.Iberia@Trespa.com
www.trespa.com

TRESPA DESIGN CENTRE SANTIAGO
Eliodoro Yáñez 2831
Torre A - Local 1
Providencia, Santiago 
Chile
Tel:  +56 2 24069990
TDC.Santiago@Trespa.com
www.trespa.com
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